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SUBJ: BHUTTO COMMENTS ON RELATIONS WITH NEIGHBORING STATES 

1 . PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO, DURING AN INFORMAL JANUARY 2 PRESS 
CONFERENCE AT THATTA, SIND, REPORTEDLY COMMENTED ON PAKISTAN'S 
RELATIONS WITH NEARBY STATES. IN RESPONSE TO NEWSMAN'S QUES- 
TIONS, THE PRIME MINISTER 

- DISCLOSED THAT HE HAD SENT A "SINCERE" INVITATION TO 

AFGHAN PRESIDENT DAUD TO COME TO PAKISTAN FOR TALKS ON REMOVING 
DIFEERENCES AND NORMALIZING RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES, 
TO WHICH NO REPLY HAD BEEN RECEIVED; 

- SAID THAT "THERE DOES NOT SEEM TO BE ANY NEED" FOR AN 
INDO-PAK SUMMIT MEETING, THERE HAVING BEEN "NO DEVELOPMENTS IN 
THIS RESPECT SO FAR 

- RULED OUT FURTHER CONTACTS WITH PRIME MINISTER MUJIBUR 
RAHMAN OE BANGLADESH AS LONG AS THAT COUNTRY CONTINUED TO 
MAKE "FANTASTIC", "ABSURD" DEMANDS REGARDING THE DIVISION OF 
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- DENIED THAT EITHER PAKISTAN OR IRAN HAD "HEGEMONIC 
AMBITIONS" IN THE PERSIAN GULF, IN CONTRAST WITH INDIA, 

WHICH IN ITS IMMEDIATE NEIGHBORHOOD HAD ABSORBED SIKKIM AND 
PRESSURED BHUTAN, BANGLADESH, AND NEPAL. (IN A DECEMBER 28 
INTERVIEW WITH VISITING IRANIAN JOURNALIST, BHUTTO HAD 
EXPRESSED "COMPLETE FAITH AND CONFIDENCE" IN THE SHAH, AND 
CRITICIZED INDIAN EFFORTS TO SUPPLANT PAKISTANI INFLUENCE 
AMONG THE GULF SHEIKHDOMS). 

2. BHUTTO ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT HE WOULD VISIT THE UNITED STATES 
IN FEBRUARY, BUT REFUSED TO REVEAL THE DATE, WHICH HE SAID 
WOULD BE ANNOUNCED SIMULTANEOUSLY BY BOTH COUNTRIES. BHUTTO 
THEN FLEW TO HYDERABAD, SIND, WHERE HE WILL MEET WITH NEPALESE 
PRIME MINISTER NAGENDRA PRASAD RIJAL ON JANUARY 3. 
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